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" foretold   fifteen   months   ago   with   a   spirit   almost
<; prophetic."

It so chanced, that at this very juncture Washington
received a visit in his camp from Benedict Arnold, who,
it is said, first suggested to him the idea of attempting to
recross the Delaware and surprise some part of the King's
troops.* But whoever may have the earliest devised
this scheme, the merit of its details and execution belongs
entirely to Washington. In front of him, at Trenton and
at Bordentown, the barriers of the Jerseys, lay two bodies
of Hessians, under Colonel Rahl and Count Donop. Both
from their ignorance of the language, and from the hatred
that the people bore them, these foreigners were least
likely to obtain intelligence of his movements or designs.
Moreover, by strange carelessness on the part of the
British chiefs, the posts that were on this occasion the
most exposed had been left the weakest manned, and
undefended by a single entrenchment or redoubt. Under
these circumstances Washington fixed on Trenton as the
point of his attack. For the time he selected the night
of Christmas, trusting that, after all the feasting and
carousing of that day, the slumber of the Hessians might
be soundest, and their discipline more than ever relaxed.
Two days before he wrote to the Adjutant-General im-
parting his design. But he adds, "For Heaven's sake,
" keep this to yourself, as the discovery of it may prove
" fatal to us, our numbers, sorry am I to say, being less
" than I had any conception of; but necessity, dire ne-
" cessity, will, nay, must, justify my attack." It was,
indeed, felt by Washington, that while success might
brighten his prospects, no failure could make them darker
than they were already.

On Christmas Day, accordingly, the evening had no
sooner set in than Washing ton commenced his embarkation."
He took with him 2,400 men, and 20 pieces of artillery,
and had expected by four the next morning to reach

* "Prom private information'' to Mr. Adolphus (Hist. vol. ii. p.
440.). The same idea appears to have occurred at nearly the same
time to several persons. On the 22nd, Eeed inquires of Washington ;
" Will it not be possible, my dear General, for your troops to make
" a diversion or something more, at or about Trenton ? "
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